
	

	

 
June 7, 2022 
 
Saskatoon City Council 
222 3rd Avenue North 
Saskatoon, SK 
S7K 0J5 
 
Re: STC Emergency Wellness Centre – Lease Extension       
     
Dear Mayor Clark and City Council,  
 
The temporary Emergency Wellness Centre established by the Saskatoon Tribal Council 
played a vital role supporting our most vulnerable neighbours during Saskatoon’s winter 
months. Without the Centre, vulnerable individuals and families would have been left outside 
in the frigid cold and Saskatoon would have seen tent city developments and more people 
living dangerously on our streets. Tribal Chief Mark Arcand and his team deserve our thanks 
for providing this essential service at a critical time.  
 
A lease extension on what was introduced as a “temporary” facility will be hard to accept for 
many downtown who understood that the facility would cease operations this Spring. Over 
the last 10 years, area businesses and their employees have expressed legitimate concern over 
the concentration of shelter facilities in our downtown and the impact these facilities have on 
area properties, people who frequent downtown, and public perceptions of downtown safety. 
Right now, businesses are reeling from the economic impact of the pandemic and working 
hard to entice their employees and customers back downtown.  
 
While it may be a setback, it is an opportunity for the community and STC to identify a more 
suitable location, outside the downtown core, that better meets the needs of people who use 
shelter services and offers both indoor and outdoor spaces that promote their safety, well-
being and dignity. 
 
Clearly, the current building – and its location on First Avenue – were never intended to provide 
shelter services. We trust that the terms of the lease, and other measures, will effectively 
address the concerns of area businesses, including: 
 

• Preventing activities that cause nuisance or damage to neighbouring patrons and 
properties 

• Cleaning and removing waste that gathers or collects on the sidewalks 
• The prompt repair of damaged exterior windows, doors and building claddings 
• Increasing the presence of Saskatoon Police Service (SPS) and Community Support 

Officers (CSO’s) in the immediate area 
 
Longer term, we support STC’s vision. What STC has accomplished since December 2021 is 
impressive and creating pathways for people to improve their lives. STC’s partnerships with 
Saskatoon Fire and Saskatoon Police have made coordinating responses and resources better. 
STC has been transparent, accountable and open about the operation of the Centre since its 
opening. And STC’s Indigenous-led approach to shelter services and programs is showing early 
signs of success. It is a model that appears to have long-term potential. 
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At Chief Arcand’s request, we stand ready to work with STC to help achieve this important goal 
by (1) assisting in the development of a business plan for a permanent facility outside the 
downtown core and (2) collaborating to secure the capital dollars needed to make it a reality.  
 
STC’s vision deserves community-wide support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jason Aebig, CEO 
Greater Saskatoon Chamber of Commerce 


